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Dear Parents of Students in Colorado Schools, K through 12th Grades (School Year 2015-16),

Colorado law requires that children going to school be immunized against vaccine-preventable disease. Colorado
follows the immunization schedule approved by the Centers for Disease Control and Prevention (CDC) and other
physician groups who recommend that health care providers follow this schedule. It is called the Advisory
Committee on Immunization Practices or the ACIP schedule.

For those students who have not been vaccinated according to the ACIP schedule in the past, they will need to get
up-to-date on immunizations that give the best protection against vaccine preventable disease. Changes that some
parents may notice for the 2015-16 school year may include:
e 2 doses of Varicella (chickenpox) vaccine are now required for all K through 12" grade students.
e 3 doses of Hepatitis B vaccine must follow correct spacing between vaccines as well as correct ages.
e MMR and Varicella — first doses must be given no more than 4 days before the first birthday. If vaccine is
given more than 4 days before the 1* birthday they are NOT valid and are to be repeated.
e The chart on page 2 is your guide to the specific vaccines that are “required” for school attendance as well
as those that are “recommended.” Please share this letter with your health care provider who is
familiar with the ACIP schedule.

NEW: A new House Bill (HB14-1288) was passed in May 2014 and requires schools and childcares to calculate
immunization and exemption rates for their enrolled students. Anyone can now call the school and ask for those
rates. Many parents, especially those with children too young to be vaccinated or whose child can’t be vaccinated
due to a medical issue, would like to know which schools are best protected against vaccine preventable disease.

Parents often have concerns or want more information about children’s immunizations and vaccine safety. A
resource developed for parents with frequently asked questions about the safety and importance of vaccines can be
located at: www.ImmunizeForGood.com. The Colorado Immunization Section’s website is located at:
www.Coloradolmmunizations.com.

Please discuss your child’s vaccination needs with your child’s health care provider or local public health agency.
(To find your local public health department’s contact information call the Family Health Line at 1-303-692-2229 or
1-800-688-7777). Please bring your child’s updated immunization records to the school each time your child
receives an immunization.

Sincerely,

Colorado Immunization Branch
303-692-2700
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